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Fishery Conservation and Management § 648.144

QUARTERLY COMMERCIAL QUOTA SHARES—
Continued

Quarter Share
(percent)

October–December ............................................ 19.77

(2) All black sea bass landed for sale
in the states from North Carolina
through Maine by a vessel with a mora-
torium permit issued under § 648.4(a)(7)
shall be applied against that quarter’s
commercial quota, regardless of where
the black sea bass were harvested. All
black sea bass harvested north of
35°15.3′ N. lat., and landed for sale in
the states from North Carolina through
Maine by any vessel without a morato-
rium permit and fishing exclusively in
state waters will be counted against
the quota by the state in which it is
landed pursuant to the Fishery Man-
agement Plan for the Black Sea Bass
Fishery adopted by the Commission.
The Regional Administrator will deter-
mine the date on which the quarterly
quota will be harvested and the EEZ
north of 35°15.3′ N. lat. closed. The Re-
gional Administrator will publish a no-
tice in the FEDERAL REGISTER advising
that, upon that date, no vessel may
possess black sea bass in the EEZ north
of 35°15.3′ N. lat. during a closure, nor
may vessels issued a moratorium per-
mit land black sea bass during the clo-
sure. Individual states will have the re-
sponsibility to close their ports to
landings of black sea bass during a clo-
sure pursuant to the Fishery Manage-
ment Plan for the Black Sea Bass Fish-
ery adopted by the Commission. Any
overages of the commercial quarterly
quota landed will be deducted from
that quarter’s quota for the following
year.

§ 648.141 Closure.

EEZ closure. The Regional Adminis-
trator shall close the EEZ to fishing
for black sea bass by commercial ves-
sels issued a moratorium permit for
the remainder of the calendar year by
publishing notification in the FEDERAL
REGISTER if he or she determines that
the action or inaction of one or more
states will cause the applicable target
exploitation rate specified in
§ 648.140(a) to be exceeded. The Regional
Administrator may reopen the EEZ if

earlier action or inaction by a state
has been remedied by that state with-
out causing the applicable specified
target exploitation rate to be exceeded.

§ 648.142 Time restrictions.
Vessels that are not eligible for a

moratorium permit under § 648.4(a)(6)
and fishermen subject to the possession
limit may not fish for black sea bass
from August 1 through August 15. This
time period may be adjusted pursuant
to the procedures in § 648.140.

[63 FR 27868, May 21, 1998]

§ 648.143 Minimum sizes.
(a) The minimum size for black sea

bass is 10 inches (25.4 cm) total length
for all vessels issued a moratorium per-
mit under § 648.4(a)(7) that fish for or
retain black sea bass in or from U.S.
waters of the western Atlantic Ocean
from 35°15.3’ N. Lat., the latitude of
Cape Hatteras Light, North Carolina,
northward to the U.S.-Canada border.
The minimum size may be adjusted for
commercial vessels pursuant to the
procedures in § 648.140.

(b) The minimum size for black sea
bass is 10 inches (25.4 cm) TL for all
vessels that do not qualify for a mora-
torium permit, and party boats holding
a moratorium permit if fishing with
passengers for hire or carrying more
than five crew members, or charter
boats, holding a moratorium permit if
fishing with more than three crew
members. The minimum size may be
adjusted for recreational vessels pursu-
ant to the procedures in § 648.140.

(c) The minimum size in this section
applies to the whole fish or any part of
a fish found in possession (e.g., fillets),
except that party or charter vessels
possessing valid state permits author-
izing filleting at sea may possess fillets
smaller than the size specified if skin
remains on the fillet and all other
state requirements are met.

[61 FR 58467, Nov. 15, 1996, as amended at 63
FR 27868, May 21, 1998]

§ 648.144 Gear restrictions.
(a) Trawl gear restrictions—(1) General.

(i) Otter trawlers whose owners are
issued a black sea bass moratorium
permit and that land or possess 1,000 lb
or more (453.6 kg or more) of black sea
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